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Eook Summary
In this counting story, Estela and her friends show
how much work * and fun - it is to break a pinata
and reap the rewards.

Features ofthe Book
. The use of text as simple captions.. The use of bold text fbr effect.. Creative typography for effect - "CRACK!".. The use of counting numbers as part of the

storyline.. Illustrations that show the same character more
than once in the same scene.. The blends - "St", "sp", "sw", "fr", and "cr".. The use of imagery - "candy falling like rain".. The high-fiequency words - "on", "the", "i11",
and "like".

Purpose
"Hopltv- Birthday, Estela!" can be used in a guided
reading setting to introduce and reinforce the
following skills and strategies:

E introducing and discussing the meaning of new
words within the story;

E using a variety ofpunctuation to read
expressively;

El predicting outcomes from illustrations:
E developing the skill of writing instrucrions.

lntroducing the text
Who nas hod ct btrthdoy recently? Dtd you
hove a poty?

-- Whot did you do ot ttte paty? Dtd you ha'u,e

spectal food or dtd you play spectal gcmes.2
Discuss the covel illustration.

Why ore o// of these chtldren togethei/
Con you read the frrst tv,ro words tn the tttle?

Read the title and the names of the ar"rthor and
illustrator to the group.

Reading the text
E Introducing and discussing the meaning of new

words within the story.

E Using avariety of punctuation to read
expressively.

El Predicting outcomes from illustrations.
Title page

- Whot is folling oround the children?
Pages 2 and 3

- Whot is honging from the stringl
Some children will have seen apinata before. You
may have to explain the rules of this game.

Why ore the chtldren looking so happ,f
Whot could be in the pinoto?

Read the word written in bold type.
Pages 4 and 5 - Discuss the illustrations and draw
the children's attention to the bold text again.

- Whot do these tvvo words say? Whot's Estelo trying
to do? Whot do you think her mother is soying!

Pages 6 and 7
- Do you thlnk she will breokthe pinoto?

- Whot does the number on the poge soy now?
Pages 8 and 9

- Whot ls Este/o doing no',O

- Why ore the children stonding in o line?

- Who do you think will breok the pinoto?
Pages 10 and 11

- Whot hos hoppened Whot sound did the pinoto
moke? Wos it loud? How con you tell?

- Whot is folling down on the children?
Page 12 - Remind the children that the
exclamation mark means that it should be read
with excitement.
The children now read the book independently.

Revisiting the text
Look at the initial blends in the story. Ask the
children to locate one or two of these examples in
the text. Make a list of other words that begin
with these sounds.

Following Up
El Developing the skill of writing instructions.
\ Writ" the instructions for making a pinata.

List ideas for the shape it could be and include
suggestions for other things to put inside, for
example, confetti, small toys, or cards.

El Complete the blackline master opposite.
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